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St. Jude’s Church

Southsea, Portsmouth

A new symbol of openness and welcome

to the whole community

The imposing 150 foot spire of St. Jude’s
Church has dominated central Southsea,
Portsmouth for aimost a century and a half.
The church, recognised as a local landmark,
was completed in 1851 by local architect
Thomas Ellis Owen as the centrepiece of his
Southsea garden neighbourhood
development. Interestingly, marking its
importance to this naval town, some of the
construction costs were borne by the
Admiralty who welcomed the prominent
tower and spire as a valuable navigational
mark en route to England’s premier Dockyard.

In terms of architectural significance the
church is Grade |l listed and features a superb
example of Victorian glass in its East and West
windows as well as a romantic and High
Victorian memorial to the Owen-Lanyon family.

Miraculously the church survived the
devastating blitz of January 10, 1941 which
destroyed much of the south of the city, due
primarily to the vigilance and tenacity of the
curate who was responsible for dislodging
several live incendiary bombs from the
church roof.

Since the middle of the 19th century the
building has been subject to a series of
re-orderings; During the 1880s galleries,
porches, a transept and a vestry were added.
The last major development of the church
building was in the early 1970s when the
compulsory purchase of the church halls
required the vast majority of activity to be
consolidated on the church site. The interior
was re-ordered and pews were removed and
side aisles turned into community rooms.

Today St. Jude’s is a vibrant evangelical
Anglican Church with over 400 regular
worshippers. The church building is not
just used on Sundays but throughout the
week for a wide variety of both religious and

secular purposes which means the church
has to function as a restaurant, a meeting
place, a conference centre, offices, a theatre,
a centre for music, a youth centre and even
as sport halls.

The Church Family’s vision is of a ‘Church
without Walls’ reaching out in service and
friendship to embrace the marginalised and
isolated but which importantly provides a
building which can be used for a wide variety of
community activities. However the layout of
what was still primarily a Victorian building
together with the legacy from the compromises
made to control costs during the 1970s
re-ordering had resulted in an infrastructure
which was impeding the delivery of this vision.
In addition, although the building itself was an
important part of the city-scape, occupying a
prime position at the end of Southsea’s main
shopping area, it was perceived by many to be
fortress-like and unwelcoming.

Canterbury-based Architects Lee Evans
Partnership, who had already carried out
an extensive restoration programme to
St. Jude’s exterior stonework, was
subsequently commissioned by the Church
Family to address the redevelopment of the
church’s infrastructure.

The guiding principle behind their scheme
was to deliver the much needed extra
meeting space and facilities needed by the
church with minimal disruption to the historic
fabric and create a ‘civic landmark’ for the
local community. A primary objective
throughout the redesign was to ensure
accessibility to all parts of the building.

The two-phase project with an estimate
construction cost of £2.4m started on site in
January 2009 and Phase 1 completed in
Spring 2010. Pivotal to the success of the
scheme is the creation of a new glazed



entrance and flexible forum. The new
entrance has been refocused to the east
directly facing the road leading down
Palmerston Road to Southsea shopping
precinct and forms a welcoming and clearly
visible open “front door,’ stating architecturally
that St. Jude’s is the centre of the local
community. It also creates a strong metaphaor
for the Church Family's vision of a ‘church
without walls’ allowing see-through to the
church beyond.

This first phase also included the
implementation of a new kitchen, offices and
toilets to ensure better facilities for community

groups. The organ has been removed, freeing
up space to move from the new entrance into
the chancel, which is currently used as a day
chapel, open all day to passers-by. The garden
outside the church is now more accessible. To
the rear of the church a modern prefabricated
garage has also been demolished to allow for a
new section of driveway which now allows
funeral and wedding cars to pull up against the
church, as previously parking restrictions did
not allow vehicles to wait along the street side
of the building.

Bold and contemporary in form the new
extension and the materials used create E5









